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Dr Safdar Sarki – A US national, tireless human rights campaigner, 
devoted husband and father who is now a victim of unlawful detention and 

suspected torture by Pakistan's military agencies since February 2006. 
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The Constitution of Pakistan states that "No person shall be deprived of life and liberty in accordance 
with the law" (Article 9). Under Article 10, every detainee must be brought before a magistrate within 

24 hours of arrest. The detention of Dr Sarki, if carried out by the security forces, is a clear violation of 
these requirements. 

Official Responses 
 Senator John Cornyn’s inquiry and response from U.S. Embassy in Islamabad. 
 Representative Ron Paul’s inquiry and response from U.S. Consulate in Karachi. 
 Representative Susan Davis’ inquiry letter to Ms. Rice and response from State 

Department. 
 
Other Official Efforts 
 Rep. Wally Herger has personally spoken with Mrs. Paras and has promised to pursue this 

matter. 
 Mrs. Paras Sarki and other delegations have met State Department officials. 
 Mrs. Paras Sarki and other delegations have met several Congress members in 2006.  
 News about the Adjournment Motion in Sindh Assembly. 
 Delegations to the offices of UK Prime Minister Tony Blair, UK Prime Minister Gordon 

Brown, UK MP Jeremy Corbyn.  
 Petitions to Prime Minister of Canada. 
 Letter Campaigns to President Bush, Members of Congress. 
 Statement of support by Ex Prime Minister Ms. Benazir Bhutto in Dr. Sarki’s Case. 
 Meeting among Congresswoman Sheila Lee Jackson, Mrs. Paras Sarki and Ambassador 

Durrani of Pakistan.  
 
International Media 
 Wall Street Journal (Daniel Pearl Foundation Fellow S. Shah) 
 The New York Times (Nicholas Kristoff) 
 Voice of America 
 BBC  
 Indian Express 
 Daily Dawn 
 The News 
 The Friday Times (Op-Eds by Mr. Najam Sethi) 
 The Daily News (Op-Eds by Mr Cowasjee) 
 Numerous English, Urdu and Sindh newspapers/magazines in Pakistan 

 
HR Reports mentioning Dr. Sarki’s name 
 US Country Report 2006  
 The 2006 Human Rights Commission Report  

 
Appeals  
 Amnesty International 
 Amnesty International USA 
 Asian Human Rights Commission (Hong Kong) 
 The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
 Several other organizations in USA, UK and Pakistan 

 
 



 
 
Legal Actions 
 Supreme Court of Pakistan -- Petition filed by The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 

(Correspondence attached) 
 Individual Petition filed by Dr. Sarki’s sister in the Supreme Court of Pakistan (August 2007) 
 Case filed in Sindh High Court 

 
Awards for Dr. Sarki 
 UNA-NCA 2006 Human Rights Community Award 

 
Other Campaigns 
 Hundreds of protests, rallies, vigils throughout Sindh and also by Diaspora in Washington, 

D.C., Houston, New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Toronto, and London. 
 Resolutions passed in international gatherings by the World Sindhi Congress, The World 

Sindhi Institute, Sindhi Association of America and other organizations. 
 
Web sites 
http://safdar.pbwiki.com  
http://www.freewebs.com/safdarsarki 
 
Contacts 
Rukhsana (Paras) Sarki,  
1971 East Onstott Road, 16 
Yuba City, CA 95991  
Phone: (530) 755-0896   
Email: parassarki@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Ather Sarki (Brother)  
El Campo, TX 
E-mail: athersarki@gmail.com 
Phone: +1-979-645-1616 
 
World Sindhi Congress, Inc. 
Email: worldsindhicongress@gmail.com 
Phone:  (818) 917 6910 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

What can be done by your office? 
 

o Contact State Department 
o Contact White House 
o Contact President Musharaf’s Office 
o Contact PM Shaukat Aziz’s Office 
o Contact U.S. Consulates in Islamabad and Karachi (with news about whereabouts 

press rumors) 
o Contact U.S. Citizens Services 
o Contact the office of other Congressional offices working on this matter  (Rep. Susan 

Davis, Rep. Sheila Lee Jackson, Rep. Wally Herger, Rep. Ron Paul, Senator John 
Cronyn) 
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On Friday, February 24, 2006, my husband, Dr. Safdar Sarki, was taken away from his 

temporary Karachi residence by Pakistan's intelligence agencies.  Dr. Sarki, a U.S. citizen 

and a Texas resident, had been campaigning for democracy and to protect the rights of 
ethnic and religious minorities in Pakistan. Witnesses say Dr. Sarki was severely beaten for about an hour at his 

apartment by Pakistani security police before being blindfolded and moved to an unknown location. 
 

Family and friends have been trying to 

determine his whereabouts but all the efforts 
have been in vain.  Anonymous sources have 

reported that my husband is being tortured 
in the custody of Pakistani 

military.  However, the Pakistani authorities 

deny his arrest. Pakistani authorities have a 
history of torturing dissidents to death, and 

this causes serious concern for Dr.  Sarki’s 
life.  

 
My sons Illahi (16) and Geanum (11), and I 

are very concerned about his life and safety 

and request your help in locating my 
husband so that we may be reunited.   

 

Rukhsana (Paras) Sarki,  
1971 East Onstott Road, Yuba City, CA 95991  

Phone: (530) 755-0896,  Email: parassarki@gmail.com 
 

 

How can you help?How can you help?How can you help?How can you help?    
Please contact the following officials requesting them to help in this matter. Suggested statement: 
 

 “I am deeply concerned for the safety of Dr. Safdar Sarki, a US national, who is under the 
custody of the Pakistani military and is possibly being tortured. Please use your influence to 

reveal the whereabouts of Dr. Sarki and ensure that Dr, Sarki is not subjected to torture and 

inhumane treatment.” 
 

1. Member of the House of Representative representing 
your district 

http://www.house.gov 

2. U.S. senator representing your state of residence http://www.senate.gov 

3. The Office of Overseas Citizens Services  (888) 407-4747 or (202) 647-5225 

4. Write or call the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan. Address: Diplomatic Enclave, 

Ramna 5, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Telephone: (+92-51) 208-2700 

Fax:  (+92-51) 282-2632 
Email: acs_islamabad@state.gov 

5. Call the office of Pakistan at the State Department and 
leave a message for Assistant Secretary Richard A. 

Boucher, Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs 

(202) 647-9552 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA & HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS CONDEMN 

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF  
DR. SAFDAR SARKI BY THE PAKISTANI AUTHORITIES  

 
From the BBC to The Voice of America to The New York Times, the world’s leading media has 
highlighted the plight of missing human rights activist Dr. Safdar Sarki. A Pakistani-born US citizen, 
Dr. Sarki was detained by Pakistani Intelligence Officers in 2006. He has not been seen since.  
 
Below is a small selection of excerpts from the media. 
 

’Case Shows Terror-War Complications’, Wall Street Journal, August 15, 2006 
“Mr. Sarki, a Pakistan-born American citizen, disappeared in Karachi in February, two days before he planned to fly home to El 
Campo, Texas. For years, Mr. Sarki had been an advocate for Sindhis, the indigenous residents of a southeastern province of 
Pakistan, who claim they have suffered political and economic discrimination since the 1947 creation of India and Pakistan. Mr. 
Sarki, 42 years old, is one of hundreds of political activists who have gone missing in Pakistan over the past decade. The Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan, a nongovernmental organization that tracks human-rights issues, says 57 political activists have 
"disappeared" in the past two years… Mr. Sarki's case is different largely because it has drawn the attention of the State 
Department and some members of Congress. It illustrates a strain that persists as President Bush works to strengthen America's 
relationship with Pakistan. 
 

 
‘The General and the Housewife’, Nicholas D. Kristof, The New York Times, March 25, 2007 
"I was crying today; I was thinking of him,” his wife, Rukhsana, said by phone from California. Her voice breaking, she promised 
that if Pakistan would just release her husband, she would make him stop fighting for human rights. She added: "My sons are 
asking every day, ‘Where is Papa? Where is Papa? ...’" 

 
‘General View from U.S. Changing’, The Indian Express, June 29, 2006 
“An opposition figure, Dr. Safdar Sarki of the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM), has been missing for days and one need not 
agree with his political views to feel the pain of his family. Incidentally, Dr. Sarki is a U.S. citizen and General Musharraf should 
not have difficulty in figuring out that his disappearance at the hands of Pakistan’s invisible political enforcers is unlikely to 
endear the Musharraf regime further with the U.S. Congress.” 
 

 
 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS CAMPAIGNING FOR  
THE RELEASE OF DR SARKI 

 
Amnesty International ~ Amnesty International USA  

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan ~ Asian Human Rights Commission 
Sindhi Association of North America ~ World Sindhi Institute 

World Sindhi Congress, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

World Sindhi Congress, Inc. Email: worldsindhicongress@gmail.com  
Phone +1 (818) 917-6910 ~ URL is http://safdar.pbwiki.com 

US OFFICIALS PURSUING THE CASE OF DR SARKI WITH THE  
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

 
Senator John Cornyn (Texas) 

Rep. Susan Davis (D-CA), Rep. Wally Herger (R-CA) 
Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas), Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas) 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official Responses 
 









 







 
 



 
Pictures of meetings of Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee with Ambassador Durrani 
expressing her concern over Dr. Sarki. Later Rep. Jackson-Lee introduces 

Mrs. Paras Sarki to Ambassador Durrani in Washington, D. C.  
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US plea to locate Dr Sarki 

 
 

By Our Correspondent 

 
WASHINGTON, June 25: The US administration and some lawmakers are 
reported to have urged Pakistan to find a Pakistani-American who was taken from 
his house in Karachi in February this year and has not been heard from since. 
 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, co-chair of the Pakistan Caucus on Capitol 
Hill, brought Ambassador Mahmud A. Durrani out of a seminar earlier this week to 
meet the missing man’s wife, Paras Sarki, and asked him to help find her husband.
 
Later, she also got in touch with the US State Department, seeking their help to find 
Dr Safdar Sarki, a Sindhi political worker, who was taken from his residence in 
Karachi, allegedly by local law-enforcement personnel. 
 
The State Department is also believed to have conveyed its concern to the Pakistan 
Embassy in Washington, saying that Dr Sarki is a US national and it is the duty of 
the US administration to protect all its citizens. 
 
In his meeting with Mrs Sarki, Ambassador Durrani assured her that he would do 
his best to find out as to what happened to her husband. 
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Alleged torture of JSM leader

Motion moved in Sindh PA

By our correspondent

LARKANA: Opposition leader in the Sindh Assembly Nisar Ahmad
Khuhro has moved an adjournment motion in the House over the
alleged torture of Riaz Kalhoro, a trainee Navy technician, in
Karachi and Dr Safdar Sarki, general secretary of the Jeay Sindh
Mahaz (JSM).

Talking to newsmen here on Tuesday night, Khuhro said that the
word "MQM" carved on the chest of Riaz Kalhoro had whipped up
terror and sense of insecurity in the society. "The matter should be
discussed on the floor of the House," he said, adding that the
Sindh government should disclose the whereabouts of Dr Sarki.

Responding to a question, he said the PPPP legislators would not
visit the Chief Minister House to discuss budget proposals if they
were invited by the chief minister, because last year their
proposals had not been incorporated in the budget document. The
PPPP would send its proposals to the government, Khuhro said, but
apprehended that these would not be accommodated.

The opposition leader said the government had proposed an
additional budget of Rs 61 billion for defence but it had earmarked
only Rs 5 billion for the Khushhal Pakistan Programme. He
regretted that the government had yet not released Rs 5 billion
announced for the development schemes in Hyderabad but it had
approved Rs 12 billion for Karachi. He termed it hypocrisy.

About demolition of old settlements and slums in Karachi and
Hyderabad, Khuhro said mere calling of the revenue record of the
villages could not satisfy the victims. He said the Sindh
government couldn’t absolve itself of the responsibility because the
action was being taken under its nose. The PPPP would table a
motion in the coming session of the Sindh Assembly to discuss the
issue, he added.

The opposition leader said the sharp rise in prices of essential
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commodities, unemployment, poor law and order situation,
shortage of health facilities and deplorable education standards
spoke volume for the failure of the government.

He claimed that the government had launched not a single major
development project in Sindh. The government was only making
hollow promises with the people about development, he added.
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PPP expresses concern over disappearance of JSQM 
activist 

Islamabad June 22, 2006: Former Prime Minister and Chairperson of the Pakistan 
Peoples Party Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto has expressed concern over the 
mysterious disappearance of Dr Safdar Sarki, a political activist of Jeay Sindh 
Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) a nationalist group who was kidnapped earlier this year 
reportedly by members of the intelligence. 

In a statement today the former Prime Minister said that although PPP does not 
share the political views of JSQM, it believes that every individual is entitled to 
protection under the law. 

She said that it was a matter of great concern that cases of mysterious 
disappearances were on the rise. No one must be incarcerated let alone tortured 
or killed for his or her political beliefs no matter what they might be, she said. 
Even those who have committed the most heinous crimes must be brought before 
the courts and no one held in habeas corpus, she said adding, "That is what the 
rule of law is all about". 

The case of Dr. Sarki was brought to the attention of the PPP by Pak Origin 
Americans as Dr. Sarki is based in America. 

Mohtarma Bhutto noted that a constitutional petition has been filed before the 
Sindh High Court but Dr Sarki has not been produced before the High Court, she 
said. 

Recently two international human rights organizations, including the US State 
Department country report, mentioned that the Pakistani judiciary is susceptible 
to governmental pressure. 

Reportedly several men in civilian clothes, one of whom is suspected of being a 
senior police officer kidnapped Dr Sarki from Karachi in the middle of the night. 
He was pushed into a van and he had been blindfolded. 

The Pakistan Peoples Party called for the immediate release of Dr. Sarki and for 
following the due process of law, the former Prime Minister said. 

  

For more information visit www.ppp.org.pk website  

If you would like to be removed from this list, please send an email to sazdubai@emirates.net.ae 
asking to be removed 
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Case Shows Terror-War Complications
Search for Missing Activist 
Illustrates Strain as Bush 
Works to Strengthen Pakistan Ties

By SHAHID SHAH
August 15, 2006; Page A4

Pakistan's cooperation in foiling last week's terror plot shows the benefits to the U.S. of good 
relations with its South Asian ally. But the case of Safdar Sarki shows that such ties also have 
complications.

Mr. Sarki, a Pakistan-born American citizen, disappeared in Karachi in February, two days before 
he planned to fly home to El Campo, Texas. For years, Mr. Sarki had been an advocate for 
Sindhis, the indigenous residents of a southeastern province of Pakistan, who claim they have 
suffered political and economic discrimination since the 1947 creation of India and Pakistan.
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Mr. Sarki, 42 years old, is one of hundreds of political activists who have gone missing in 
Pakistan over the past decade. The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, a nongovernmental 
organization that tracks human-rights issues, says 57 political activists have "disappeared" in the 
past two years, including prominent figures such as Asif Baladi, a young scholar, and Nawaz 
Zaunr, a journalist and poet. When asked about the claim of such "disappearances," the 
spokesman for Pakistan's embassy in Washington said authorities in Pakistan are investigating the 
cases but have no information on them.

Mr. Sarki's case is different largely because it has drawn the attention of the State Department and 
some members of Congress. It illustrates a strain that persists as President Bush works to 
strengthen America's relationship with Pakistan.

Mr. Bush is advocating the spread of democracy around the world, and Pakistan's president, Gen. 
Pervez Musharraf, who seized power in a coup, is an example of the kind of leader Mr. Bush has 
criticized. The disappearances of Mr. Sarki and others are an aspect of Islamabad's human-rights 
record that the Bush administration has termed troubling.

The State Department earlier this year issued a report stating that Gen. Musharraf's "human-rights 
record was poor, and serious problems remained." The document listed practices such as 
"arbitrary arrest, and lengthy pretrial detention," as well as "extrajudicial killings, torture, and 
rape." At the time, Pakistan's foreign ministry rejected the claims and said the report was 
"unwarranted" and lacked objectivity.

But while Washington periodically highlights such practices, it has tried to balance them -- 
especially since Sept. 11, 2001 -- against the need for cooperation from Gen. Musharraf in 
monitoring and battling terrorists, many of whom, as last week's events in the United Kingdom 
showed, continue to operate in Pakistan.
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President Bush and Pakistani President Pervez 
Musharraf during a news conference at the 
Presidential Palace in Islamabad in March.

The U.S. government hasn't made a big issue about 
the disappearance of a U.S. citizen, but it isn't 
ignoring the case. Through the spring and summer, 
the Sarki family has enlisted help on Capitol Hill and 
at the State Department. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, a 
Texas Democrat and co-chairman of the 
Congressional Pakistan Caucus, has taken up Mr. 
Sarki's case, meeting with Pakistan's Ambassador 
Mahmud Ali Durrani in Washington while her staff 
has contacted authorities in Pakistan. So far, little 
information has turned up.

During Mr. Sarki's most recent trip to Pakistan, he 
had resumed his activism on behalf of Sindhis, with 

activities including organizing peaceful demonstrations.

His friends and family say they believe Mr. Sarki was abducted by Pakistani law-enforcement 
officials in response to his protests against the government.

The spokesman for Pakistan's embassy in Washington says Mr. Sarki wasn't abducted by Pakistan 
authorities and isn't in the custody of the Pakistani government or agencies. The spokesman said 
authorities are trying to track down what happened and where Mr. Sarki might be.

Mr. Sarki's family and friends say they have little hope of finding the motel owner alive, 
especially since he was fleeing authorities when he first left Pakistan in 1992. He was charged 
with crimes in Pakistan twice, though the charges were dismissed. In one case, his vehicle had 
been used in a 1984 attack on the mayor of Hyderabad in Sindh province. In another, his Karachi 
apartment was used in a 1990 kidnapping.

A State Department spokesman said recently that U.S. officials have contacted Pakistani 
authorities for help in locating Mr. Sarki. Officials at the U.S. Consulate in Karachi contacted the 
local police, while officials from the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad talked to Pakistani authorities in 
the capital. "We have been in touch with [Pakistani authorities] at numerous times," one U.S. 
official said. Their response thus far: They don't know what happened to Mr. Sarki.

On the day he was abducted, Mr. Sarki had arranged a meeting at his sister's apartment, where he 
had been staying about six months, according to Muneer Sarki, a relative who was serving as his 
driver. Muneer Sarki told family members that before Safdar Sarki's visitor arrived, he left to buy 
groceries, and when he returned, six vehicles, including two police vehicles, were on the street in 
front of the apartment. Muneer Sarki says he saw "agency people" beating Mr. Sarki and his guest 
-- a man whom neither family members nor eyewitnesses recognized.
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In a court appearance this spring in Karachi, authorities denied any involvement. That left the 
prosecutor in the Sarki disappearance case with little to pursue, especially because both the 
defense ministry and home ministry submitted statements to the court saying they had no 
knowledge of Safdar Sarki's disappearance.

Write to Shahid Shah at shahid.shah@wsj.com1
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March 25, 2007 
OP-ED COLUMNIST 

The General and the Housewife  
By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 

Gen. Pervez Musharraf is facing angry street demonstrations around the 
country in the most serious crisis of his presidency — and that’s partly 
because he picked a fight with a middle-class housewife who is proving 
tougher and shrewder than he is. 

This drama is playing out in extraordinary scenes on Pakistani streets: 
crowds of roly-poly lawyers in dark suits braving clouds of tear gas to 
demand that Mr. Musharraf resign — or even be tried for treason. It’s 
impossible to know whether the protests will lead to a democratic 
revolution that topples Mr. Musharraf, to a military crackdown, or to a 
political deal that causes the protests to fizzle. 

And behind it all is the saga of the general and the housewife. 

“The nation is ready to rise up; there is a revolution behind me,” says 
Amina Masood Janjua, a mother of three who has emerged as a nemesis 
of General Musharraf. Mrs. Janjua says she was a “very timid person,” 
uninvolved in politics and content to be “queen of my house.” But then 
two years ago, her husband disappeared, presumably kidnapped by 
government security agents. 

The government has regularly “disappeared” people it doesn’t like, 
apparently keeping them in secret detention centers to be tortured and 
interrogated for months or years. Human rights groups count at least 
400 such disappearances since 2002, when Mr. Musharraf began using 
the war on terror as cover to eliminate troublesome nationalists, 
religious activists and human rights organizers. 



Mrs. Janjua’s husband, Masood Janjua, may have been picked up 
because of ties to a Muslim organization, but there is no indication he 
had broken any law. Mrs. Janjua says her family received a phone call 
from Mr. Musharraf’s military secretary last year promising that her 
husband would be freed soon. But nothing happened, and officially the 
government knows nothing of his whereabouts. 

Terrified that her husband was being tortured, Mrs. Janjua began 
organizing other family members of the disappeared. They held a public 
demonstration — but the police attacked the group and beat and 
publicly stripped Mrs. Janjua’s 17-year-old son. As the police dragged 
him off, Mrs. Janjua’s 11-year-old daughter screamed: “You’ve taken my 
father; don’t take my brother!” He was freed that evening. The aim of 
the assault presumably was to warn Mrs. Janjua to be quiet — just as 
relatives of other missing people have been warned that their loved ones 
will be harmed if they protest or speak to the press. 

One of the missing is Safdar Sarki, a Pakistani-American doctor and 
American citizen seized a year ago while campaigning for the rights of 
people in Sindh Province. 

“I was crying today; I was thinking of him,” his wife, Rukhsana, said by 

phone from California. Her voice breaking, she promised that if 

Pakistan would just release her husband, she would make him stop 

fighting for human rights. She added: “My sons are asking every day, 

‘Where is Papa? Where is Papa? ...’ ” 

Likewise: Where is the U.S.? The Bush administration has stuck more 

solidly with Mr. Musharraf (“a solid friend” is the current State 

Department formulation) than with its principles. President Bush needs 

to make clear that the U.S. sides with Pakistan’s democratic future, not 

its autocratic past. 
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That future is being shaped by Mrs. Janjua, who sued the government 

over the disappearances. To everyone’s astonishment, the Pakistani 

Supreme Court took up the case and ordered the government to account 

for those who are missing. 

Perhaps partly as a result — and also to prevent the Supreme Court from 

complicating his election-fixing plans — Mr. Musharraf this month 

suspended the chief justice of the Supreme Court. That’s what has set off 

nationwide outrage and protests. 

Ordinary Pakistanis seem increasingly fed up with the president’s lies 

and thuggery. Mr. Musharraf’s contributions to Pakistan are enormous 

— he rescued Pakistan’s economy, fostered 7 percent growth rates, 

promoted education and nurtured an expanding middle class. But those 

same accomplishments are now raising aspirations for genuine 

democracy rather than the sham he offers. 

The risk is that a replacement would be worse: Pakistan has been one of 

the world’s worst-ruled nations over the last 50 years, and Mr. 

Musharraf is better than his predecessors. But if the Pakistani public 

demands better government, that is ultimately a bullish sign for 

Pakistan and a useful warning to other autocrats. 

And maybe the movement will bring Mrs. Janjua and Mrs. Sarki their 

husbands home again. 
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ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی اپنی اＩ，ه پارس
سرکی اور ب，＂وں االهی اور ج，ئنم کة

همراہ

 پاکستاŭ حکام Ŭ سندځ
＠ئ，کورټ مＳ ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی کة
بارے مＳ ب，ان دګا Ｂ که وہ کسی Ｌی
Ｓسرکاری اګجنسی کی تحوګل م

نهＳ ل，کن امرګکه مＳ رهنة والة ان
کة اＨ خانه کو ګق，ن Ｂ که وہ خف，ه

اګجنس，وں کی تحوګل مＳ هی هＳ۔ 

Tuesday, 23 May, 2006, 07:52 GMT 12:52 PST: وقتِ اشاعت  
 

پرِن کرګأ ګه صفحه دوست کو ای م，ل ک，ج，ئة

صفدر سرکی کهاں هＳ؟
 

حسن مجتبیٰ
سان ڈګاگو، ک，ل，فورن，ا

 

 

امرګکه مＳ مق，م اګک سند＄ی قوم
پرست کارکن ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی پچ％لة
ت，ن ماہ سة پاکستان مＳ الپته هＳ اور
Ｓکه انه Ｂ ان کة خاندانوالوں کا کهنا
خف，ه اداروں Ŭ کراچی مＳ اګک چ％اپة

کة دوران حراست مＳ ل，ا ت％ا۔

ګه بات ڈاک＂ر صفدر کة Ｌائی Ŭ رګاست
۔！，کساس کة شهر اګل ک，مپو سة Ｋ Ｋ سی اردو ڈاټ کام کو ！，ل，فون پر بتائی

ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی ج，＝ سندځ قومی محاذ کة س，کر！ری جنرل هＳ اور امرګکی
شهری هＳ۔

دګاپاکستاŭ حکام Ŭ سندځ ＠ئ，کورټ مＳ ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی کة بارے مＳ ب，ان 
ےＢ که وہ کسی Ｌی سرکاری اګجنسی کی تحوګل مＳ نهＳ ل，کن امرګکه مＳ رهن

هＳ۔والة ان کة اＨ خانه کا دعویٰ Ｂ که وہ خف，ه اګجنس，وں کی تحوګل مＳ هی 

ےاطهر سرکی Ｋ Ｋ Ŭ سی اردو ڈاټ کام سة اپنی بات چ，ت مＳ بتاګا که ان ک
والد ڈاک＂ر صفدر کی گمشدگی کة صدمة مＳ فوت هوگئة اور وہ ڈاک＂ر صفدر
مＳکة اＨ خانه اس مＳ شرکت کة ل，ة نهيأ جا سکة ک，ونکه کراچی اور الڑکانه 

ر رＢرهنة والی ان کی بهنوں Ŭ بتاګا ت％ا که اګجنسی والة انهＬ Ｓی Ｃاساں ک
هＳ۔

اطهر سرکی کا دعوی Ｂ که گزشته
چوب，س فروری کو کراچی مＳ اګک

پول，س عملدار چود＄ری اسلم آرائيأ کی
سربراهی مＳ دو پول，س موبائ，ل وګنوں
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Ｓماضی م Ｓاگرچه پاکستان م 
Ｌی حکومتＳ مخالف س，اسی کارکنوں
Ｓاور رهنمائوں کو گم کرتی رهی ه
ل，کن موجودہ حکومت مＳ گم ک，ة
Ｓگئة کارکنوں کی تعداد س，نکؤوں م

Ｂ جن کی گمشدگ，وں پر ه，ومن

اور ت，ن نجی کاروں مＳ سوار سادہ لبا س
مارمＳ ملبوس اＩکاروں Ŭ نعمان کامپل，کس مＳ ان کی بهن کة فل， پر چ％اپه 

کر ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی کوگرفتار ک，ا ت％ا۔

 Ŭ کها که صفدر سرکی کة پؤوس，وں سم，ت س，نکؤوں لوگوں Ŭ سادہ’انهوں
ےاور اګک وردی والة عملدار کی سربراهی مＳ صفدر سرکی پر تشدد کرت‘ کپؤوں

هوئة لة جاتة دګک％ا ت％ا۔

ګنهتاＡ مذکورہ پول，س عملدار Ŭ سندځ ＠ئی کورټ مＳ ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی کی مب
گرفتاری اور پ％رگمشدگی کة خ＋ف درخواست کی سماعت کة دوران اپنة ب，ان

مＳ کها Ｂ که انهوں Ŭ صفدر سرکی کو گرفتار نهＳ ک，ا ت％ا۔

اطهر سرکی Ŭ اګک سوال کة جواب مＳ کها صورتحال خطرناک Ｂ ک，ونکه
سرکاری اګجنس，اں صفدر سرکی کو اپنی تحوګل مＳ هوŬ کی صاف تردګد کرتی

Ａ ان کی زندگی اور س＋متی کة بارے مＳ شدګد تشوګش مＳ هＳ’ رهی هＳ۔ 
‘اور همＳ خدشه Ｂ که اگر وہ زندہ هＳ تو ان پرسخت تشدد ک，ا جار＠ Ｂ۔

اطهر سرکی Ŭ اپنة سند＄ی قوم پرست Ｌائی صفدر سرکی کی مب，نه گمشدگی
مＳ کسی Ｌی غ，ر رګاستی اور ذاتی دشمنی کة امکانات کو مسترد ک，ا۔

پنةڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی کی اＩ，ه پارس سرکی، ب，＂ا االهی اور Ｌائی اطهر سرکی ا
ع＋قة کة امرګکی قانون سازوں اور محکمه خارجه کة افسران سة Ｌی صفدر

سرکی کو پاکستاŭ حکومتی اګج，نس，وں سة ر＠ئی دلواŬ کة ل，ة کوششＳ کر
رＢ هＳ۔

سةاطهر سرکی Ŭ بتاګا که امرګکی حکومت کة اＩکاروں Ｌ Ŭی پاکستاŭ حکام 
رابط ک，ا Ｂ جنهＬ Ｓی ګه بتاګا گ，ا Ｂ که صفدر سرکی کسی Ｌی سرکاری

اګجنسی کی تحوګل مＳ نهＳ اور نه هی انهＳ گرفتار ک，ا گ，ا Ｂ۔

ڈاک＂ر صفدر سرکی سند＄ی قوم پرست تنظ，م ج，＝ سندځ قومی محاذ کة
س，کر！ری جنرل اور برطان，ه اور امرګکه مＳ اګک سرگرم تنظ，م ورلإ سند＄ی

＠کانگرګس کة سابق چ，ئرم，ن هＳ تاＡ ان کة کچ＃ مخالف حلقوں مＳ انهＳ انت
پسند سمج％ا جاتا Ｂ۔

صفدر گزشته سال سمتبر مＳ اپنة
امرګکی پاسپورټ پر سفر کر کة پاکستان
گئة ت％ة۔ صفدر سرکی کة Ｌائی ګه Ｌی
الزام لگاتة هＳ که اګ，ج，سن，وں کة افراد
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رائي＂س کم，شن آف پاکستان ج，سی
ساک＃ والی آزاد تنظ，م Ｌ Ŭی اپنی

تشوګش کا اظهار ک，ا Ｂ۔
 

Ŭ ان کة فل， پر مب，نه چ％اپة کة دوران
صفدر سرکی کة امرګکی پاسپورټ اور
ل，پ ！اپ چ％，ن ل，نة کا الزام Ｌی لگاتة

هＳ۔

ومیګاد رＢ که ب，نظ，ر Ｌ＂و کة پچ％لة دور حکومت مＳ اګم ک，و اګم ګا متحدہ ق
موومنŬ  اپنة کارکنوں کی اګک بهت بؤی تعداد کة مب，نه گم هوŬکی

شکاګات اقوام متحدہ تک پهنچائي ت％Ｓ۔

حال هی مＳ غائب هو جاŬ والة پشتون صحاＱ ح，ات اهللا سم，ت ان گمشدگان
مＳ اکثرګت بلوچ اور سند＄ی س，اسی کارکنوں کی Ｂ۔ صفدر سرکی، ستار هکؤو،
انهمظفر Ｌ＂و، شاعر نواز زونئر، جمهوری وطن پار！ی کة رٶف ساسولی، بلوچ افس

نگار حن，ف شرګف اور حکومت پاکستان کو بلوچ وائ，س ！ی وی چ，نل ک％ولنة کة
درخواست دهندہ من，ر م，نگل سم，ت اګسة کارکنوں اور رهنماٶں کة عزګز و
ےاقارب ان کی تصاوګر ا！％ائة ملک کة پرګس کلبوں کة باＣ انکی ر＠ئي کة لی

مظاＣے کرتة رＢ هＳ۔

Ｂ ائ，وں کا کهناＬ و اور ستار هکؤو کة＂Ｌ کهاګک اور رپورټ کة مطابق مظفر 
ګتانهوں Ŭ اکتوبر دو Ｄا پانچ سة اپنة گم شدہ Ｌائيوں کی ع＋متی طور تعز

دګا گ，ااگر انهＳ مار Ｌی ’وصول کرنا Ｌی شروع کردی Ｂ۔ ان کا ګه Ｌی کهنا Ｂ۔
گمشدگان مＳ سة‘ Ｂ تو کم از کم ان کی الشＳ تو همارے حوالة کی جا ئيأ

اګک کة Ｌائی سه，ل هکؤو کو اس رپورټ مＳ کهتة بتاګا گ，ا ت％ا۔
 

پرِن کرګأ ګه صفحه دوست کو ای م，ل ک，ج，ئة 
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A tragic indictment  
Najam Sethi's  
E d i t o r i a l  

  

Is there a Gulag Archipelago in Pakistan? Where is our Abu Ghraib prison hidden? Has 

Musharraf’s Pakistan in the 2000s taken a leaf from Pinochet’s Chile of the 1970s? Or 

worse, faced with insurgency in Balochistan and Waziristan, are Pakistan’s security 

agencies following in the blood drenched footsteps of India’s security apparatus in Kashmir 

where 12,000 have simply “disappeared” without a trace in the last fifteen years? 

Until now scores of allegedly Al-Qaeda and Taliban have been scooped up from nooks and 

crannies in Pakistan and dumped at Guantanamo Bay without due process of extradition. Many 

of them, it turns out, were not the ugly terrorists they were painted out to be. Now we have 

incontestable evidence that the intelligence agencies are “picking up” allegedly “anti-national” 

political activists and even journalists and making them “disappear” without a trace. Human 

rights organizations and media organizations have agitated the startling facts, the latest being 

the cold-blooded murder of Hayatullah Khan in Waziristan, but their protests have fallen on deaf 

ears.  

Mr Khan’s case is a disturbing reminder of the volatile situation of the “free” press in Musharraf’s 

Pakistan. He was kidnapped last December by five gunmen who ran his car off the road in North 

Waziristan, near the Afghan border, while his younger brother, Haseenullah, looked on helpless. 

It was common belief that some intelligence agency had grabbed him to teach him a lesson for 

giving the lie to the government’s claim that the blast that killed the Egyptian Al Qaeda militant 

Hamza Rabia in Miranshah on December 1 last year was caused by home made explosives 

rather than a missile fired from an American drone. Indeed, the family says he told them, shortly 

before his kidnapping, that he was receiving threats from “security” agencies for reporting the 

facts on the ground. His family says that local government officials told them that Mr Khan would 

be released if they didn’t stir up any further trouble. In the event, his corpse was dumped last 

Friday near the town of Mir Ali in North Waziristan Agency. His handcuffed body bore signs of a 

long and painful incarceration. The bullet wound in the back of his head shot from a distance of 

one foot shows he was executed. 

This terrifying new trend of disappearances at the hands of the ‘law enforcement agencies’ (sic) 

“has added a new dimension to human rights abuses in the country,” says the Human Rights 



Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). On April 11, a member of the NGO Shehri, Nisar Baloch, 

disappeared after being summoned to Karachi’s Pak Colony police station. On April 4, Bahrain-

based Balochi Television MD Muneer Mengal disappeared from Jinnah Airport and has not been 

seen since. Dr Naqibullah Durrani, an Afghan national and an employee of the Afghan Dutch 

Community, came to Pakistan in February to attend a workshop at Sindh Agriculture University, 

Tando Jam. He disappeared on March 13. Prominent Baloch poet and writer Dr Haneef Shareef 

has been missing since last November after he was picked up by an intelligence agency in 

Turbat on November 18. Ali Asghar Bangalzai disappeared in 2001 and Hafiz Saeed Bangalzi in 

2003. The families of brothers Ibrahim and Ghulam Saleh, Noor Mohammad Marri, Mir Ahmad 

Marri and Jamand Khan Marri – all below 18 say their kin were hauled up by the intelligence 

agencies. Seven BLO activists, including its chairman Dr Imdad Baloch, and President Dr Allah 

Nazir, were taken from a Karachi flat, interrogated and tortured last year. And so the dismal facts 

pour in every day; according to some reports over 100 people have disappeared thus far. The 

police and judiciary say they are helpless and habeas corpus writs are futile in the face of 

military law. 

And not all such unfortunate souls are Baloch. The story of Safdar Sarki, a Sindhi-American 
who once belonged to the Jeay Sindh movement and returned to Pakistan from America a 
year ago, is equally disturbing. Last February he disappeared from Karachi. His driver, 
Munir Sarki, told the press and the Sindh High Court that he saw Safdar blind-folded, 
handcuffed and beaten up in his apartment in Gulshan-e-Iqbal and then whisked away by 
“agency men”. Amnesty International, HRCP and other human rights organizations have 
protested and demanded his release, but in vain.  

Until some years ago, the intelligence agencies were given to anonymously calling and abusing 

troublesome journalists. Then a couple of reporters had their cars inexplicably gutted in front of 

their homes. A few were roughed up in deserted spots and dumped after dire warnings to 

behave or else. But now things are getting bloodier. It is becoming increasingly difficult to believe 

that this policy of illegal detention and torture is not officially sanctioned at the highest level of the 

very national security establishment in Islamabad that constantly decries the same practice by 

Delhi’s national security establishment in Kashmir. Since repression, disappearance and torture 

are the usual handiworks of dictators, autocrats and fascists, are we to conclude that the 

Musharraf regime is increasingly stripping the façade of democracy and press liberalism that has 

generated much goodwill for it at home and abroad? If so, it is a tragic indictment of a regime 

which kicked off with so much goodwill in 1999.  

Our international friends must join hands with us in condemning and sanctioning the government 

of Pakistan.  

June 23-29, 2006 - Vol. XVIII, No. 18 
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Write to Mr. Cowasjee

Life must go on — and on

By Ardeshir Cowasjee

PRESIDENTS may come and presidents may go. Those of the mighty USA, the sole
superpower, depart when the band ceases to play ‘Hail to the Chief’, either after four
years in office when voted out, or after eight years when constitutionally impelled to
retire. Our presidents depart in a different manner. They are forcibly evicted when
found senile, they are removed by the ‘people’ i.e. the current army chief — even
though they be of the army themselves — they are blown out of the skies, or they
depart in disgrace.

But life must go on and it does. The people of Pakistan one day must awaken and
must fight for their rights — trusting to faith will get them nowhere. The male of the
Pakistani species is more likely to improve his lot than is the female of the species
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who will be doomed until one man, or one government, has the guts to repeal the
Ziaul Haq devised prohibitive laws which keep them permanently in thrall to revenge,
wickedness, bigotry, and atavism.

On the evening of March 1, a very agitated Mr Yasrab Khan, an office-bearer of the
All Clifton Defence Markets Association, came calling. The president of his
association, Mr Akbar Ali Rana, had been picked up by a bunch of law-enforcement
agency goons and his last heard words, shouted as he was being whisked away, were
‘Kowjee ke pass jao.’ Rana’s ‘bibi bachee’ were in great distress, I was told, as were
the fellow members of the association. How many wives has Rana Sahib, I asked?
Only one, to the best of his knowledge, said Yasrab.

On March 2, a second delegation arrived. Rana’s ‘bibi bachee’ were still crying,
distress abounded, and Rana’s whereabouts and welfare were unknown. Think, think
— what was the best course? The best at that moment was the inspector-general of
police, who has recently taken over. He is a reasonable man, with a strong sense of
duty. But by the time my note reached him, God’s warriors had organized a car bomb
to be blown next to the American consulate and the IG had other things on his mind.

Think again. A very tired chief secretary, the good Fazal ur Rahman, was luckily
found at home and awoken. He acted. He first traced Rana’s whereabouts, made
necessary inquiries, and he then ordered his release. We are lucky, we have a man
who is not afraid to get something done to the advantage of the citizens of his
province.

Now to Rana’s tale of woe. At approximately 1530 hours on February 27 some dozen
police officers (some in civvies, others in uniform) arrived at his office in the
basement of Kehkashan Shopping Arcade, Clifton, in two police mobiles and in what
Rana recalls as a ‘zero mileage Suzuki’. They had no warrants, no summonses, but he
was ordered to peacefully (what can we not do ‘peacefully’?) accompany them to the
Clifton police station, where he was kept confined in the Suzuki. From there he was
moved thrice to three different police stations where he was locked up, handcuffed,
and kept standing for hours. If he wished to be released, he was told, he could pay up.

Now, we ordinary citizens are well aware as to the workings of our police force, but 
should the good IG Sindh wish to find out who did what, how and where, and take 
action against those who have harassed a citizen, he should send for Rana from whom 
he can obtain a first-hand report.

Since his release, Rana has discovered that it was one ‘Arif’, claiming to be an
employee of Hussain Developers (owners and builders of Gulfway, Cliff and Metro
Shopping Malls), who had filed an FIR at the Clifton police station charging Rana
with having entered the offices of Hussain Developers on February 15, brandishing a
gun, and had threatened those present with ‘dire consequences’. It was asked that
action be taken against Rana under Sections 386/44 and 506-B of the Pakistan Penal
Code. According to Rana, on February 15 he was in Rawalpindi.

Apparently, Hussainbhai has been served notices by the Cantonment Board advising
him that unless he repairs his buildings to the Board’s satisfaction it will have no
option but to demolish. The prices of land having risen, Hussainbhai now wishes all
the shopkeepers, some 2000 of them, who have occupied space in his rickety
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dangerous uncompleted buildings (there for all to see who pass by the Teen Talwar
monument) and who have no title deeds to show that they are the owners of such
spaces, to vacate, so that he may build afresh and make yet more money out of his
construction activities.

New subject: From ‘Honest Rat rathonest@yahoo.com’ came the following email
message on Friday: “Dr Safdar Sarki is the former chairman of the World Sindhi
Congress, London, an American national, a Sindhi nationalist and political activist,
who has been arrested by security agencies in Karachi. Plainclothes security personnel
arrested him from his relative’s flat in Karachi on February 23, 2006, from
Gulistan-i-Jauhar area by SP Chaudry Aslam (former anti-robbery head) and it is still
not known where he is. He is being tortured at an unknown place. A petition was filed
in court yesterday to produce him in the court but there has been no response.

“Dr Safdar Sarki was severely beaten and tortured for about an hour in his flat in
Karachi at about 3 am local time, then he was taken blindfolded to an unknown
location. All his belongings, including his laptop, driving licence, US passport, money
and valuables, were confiscated by the agency personnel. The witnesses saw Dr Sarki
bleeding heavily before being bundled into an unmarked vehicle.

“Dear Cowsgee Saeen, please write an article about this story if possible. In a country
where the power virtually flows from the barrel of a gun, where the military
dictatorship is in vogue, accountability is an unknown commodity and the judiciary is
the weakest link. It is so easy for the security agencies to ‘kill’ or ‘terminate’ anyone.
Just declare him or her an Indian agent, terrorist, or a dacoit and shoot him in daylight.
No one will even point a finger at ‘you’. Some would even applaud. That’s how the
things are in ‘beloved’ Pakistan.

“Dr Sarki’s brother and other relatives have expressed serious apprehensions that his
life is in real danger. The police and the agencies have not disclosed his whereabouts.
I appeal to the human rights activists, media men, political activists and all the readers
to please act in this case and force the government to immediately release the
gentleman. If there is any charge sheet against him, it should be brought into an open
court and he must be given full rights to defend himself.

“If we don’t act in time, another life may be lost and we may never be able to forgive
ourselves. ‘All that is essential for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.’
(Edmund Burke).”

Enquiries confirm that the good or the bad doctor has been picked up. A ‘paan-biri
republic’ we remain.

Email: arfc@cyber.net.pk

Saghir Shaikh
Highlight



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press Report Indicating Dr Sarki is in the Hands of Pakistani 
Intelligence Agencies 



Saghir Shaikh
Note

Saghir Shaikh
Pencil

Saghir Shaikh
Pencil



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Rights Reports Mentioning Dr. Sarki 
 



Pakistan http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2006/78874.htm

1 of 25 8/20/2007 11:02 PM

Pakistan

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices  - 2006
Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor
March 6, 2007

Pakistan is a federal republic with a population of approximately 168 million. The head of state is President Pervez Musharraf, who 
assumed power after overthrowing the civilian government in 1999 and was elected president in 2002. He affirmed his right to serve 
concurrently as chief of army staff in August 2002 through a series of controversial amendments to the 1973 constitution called the 
Legal Framework Order. The head of government is Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, whom the National Assembly elected in 2004. 
Domestic and international observers found the 2002 National Assembly elections deeply flawed. The government was affected by 
internal conflicts in Balochistan and in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). While the civilian authorities generally 
maintained effective control of the security forces, there were instances when local police acted independently of government 
authority. 

The government's human rights record remained poor. Major problems included restrictions on citizens' right to change their 
government, extrajudicial killings, torture, and rape. The country experienced an increase in disappearances of provincial activists 
and political opponents, especially in provinces experiencing internal turmoil and insurgencies. Poor prison conditions, arbitrary 
arrest, and lengthy pretrial detention remained problems, as did a lack of judicial independence. Harassment, intimidation, and 
arrests of journalists increased during the year. The government limited freedoms of association, religion, and movement, and 
imprisoned political leaders. Corruption was widespread in the government and police forces, and the government made little attempt 
to combat the problem. Domestic violence and abuse against women, such as honor crimes and discriminatory legislation that 
affected women and religious minorities remained serious problems. Widespread trafficking in persons and exploitation of 
indentured, bonded, and child labor were ongoing problems. Child abuse, commercial sexual exploitation of children, discrimination 
against persons with disabilities, and worker rights remained concerns. 

The government's Anti Trafficking Unit (ATU) was fully functional and reportedly resulted in increased arrests and prosecutions of 
human traffickers. Cooperative efforts between the military, ATU, and international organizations prevented human trafficking 
resulting from the social dislocation following the 2005 earthquake. Training efforts within the security forces greatly improved 
treatment of trafficking victims. 

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom From: 

a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life 

Security forces extrajudicially killed individuals associated with criminal and political groups in staged encounters and during abuse in 
custody. Through July, human rights observers reported at least 37 instances of encounter killings and 79 killings in police custody. 

Police stated that many of these deaths occurred when suspects attempted to escape, resisted arrest, or committed suicide; 
however, family members and the press reported that many of these deaths were staged. 

There were no developments in the March 2005 death in custody case of Samiullah Kalhoro, the vice chairman of the Jeay Sindh 
Muttahida Mahaz. 

There were no developments in the January 2005 death in police custody of Abu Bakar Panwhar. A case was charged against 
Officer Mohammad Rafiq Siyal, Senior Inspector Khamiso Khan, assistant senior inspector Ghulam Shabbir Dasti, and Police 
Constable Mohammad Aslam after protests by the Sindh People's Students Federation and the Pakistan People's Party 
Parliamentarians. 

On January 13, police arrested Habibur Rehman in a car theft case in Chitral. According to Rehman's father, police tortured Rehman 
while he was in police custody. Rehman was subsequently taken to district headquarters hospital, where he died on January 16. The 
doctor stated Rehman was in shock and critical condition from being beaten. At year's end, police had not taken any action. 

On July 8, Muslim Town police in Lahore killed a 14 year-old boy named Salman and seriously injured his 15 year-old friend Asqhar. 
The police fired randomly at the boys and later alleged that Salman was killed in a police encounter, claiming that the boys were 
armed and shot at the police. According to eyewitnesses, the boys were not armed. The government began an official inquiry and 
registered a murder case against constable Munammad Sarwar of the antiterror police. However, authorities did not charge Malik 
Munir, the SHO who ordered the shooting, or any other Muslim Town police officers responsible for the incident. SHO Malik Munir 
was transferred after a brief suspension, while the constable remained in custody. Salman's family was reportedly under pressure not 
to pursue the case against constable Sarwar in return for a cash payment from his relatives. 
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According to AI, security forces detained two leaders of a Baloch political party, the Jamhoori Watan, Abdul Rauf Sasoli, and Saeed 
Brohi. On February 3, two plainclothes police officers picked up Sasoli, and on March 10, they picked up Brohi. According to AI, 
authorities denied holding the individuals. Family members feared that they were being held and were in danger of being tortured. 

On February 24, a group of 16 men, presumed to be plainclothes police officers, seized Dr. Safdar Sarki, an American citizen and a 
Sindhi nationalist, in Karachi. According to AI, witnesses saw Sarki being taken in a van, "blindfolded and bleeding." AI reported that 
police ransacked Sarki's apartment and took his laptop computer and passport. Sarki was the secretary general of the Jeay Sindh, a 
Sindhi nationalist political organization advocating for the rights of Sindhi citizens. 

On April 4, Muneer Mengal, managing director of the first Baloch satellite television channel, disappeared after he returned to 
Karachi from Bahrain. His sister, Aziza Mangal, reported that the government did not accept her appeals and petitions to gain access 
to her brother, who was reportedly being held by the Inter-Services Intelligence. At the end of the year, his whereabouts remained 
unknown. 

On June 11, police arrested Naser Baloch, a Baloch student leader at Karachi University. Security agencies detained Baloch and did 
not bring any charges against him. On August 19, police released Baloch. 

In early July, Bilal Bugti, the younger brother of Jamhoori Watan Party Secretary General Agha Shahid Bugti, and Murtaza Bugti, the 
son of Balochistan's first finance minister, Ahmed Nawaz Bugti, were allegedly kidnapped by intelligence agencies in Karachi. 

On July 16, intelligence agencies arrested Samiullah Baloch and Obaidullah Baloch, brothers of Senator Sanaullah Baloch Zehri 
(Baloch National Party). Authorities released Obaidullah Baloch on July 19 and Samiullah on December 10. Both brothers allegedly 
reported being tortured while in custody. 

In 2005 political opponents kidnapped Moto Meghwar and Gyan Chand Meghwar, potential candidates for local office in Chachro, 
Tharparkar District, reportedly to keep them from contesting the elections against candidates of the chief minister of Sindh Province. 
They were both released unharmed in January, and no charges were brought against their kidnappers. 

On October 4, police from the Anti-Terrorism Force of the Punjab police reportedly picked up Abid Raza Zaidi in Lahore, Punjab. The 
victim disappeared soon after he gave testimony about his earlier illegal arrest, prolonged 110 day detention and alleged constant 
abuse by the army and police officers. Prior to this arrest, Zaidi had protested his treatment in custody at a conference jointly 
organized by AI and HRCP. No habeus corpus application was filed on his behalf and he was not produced before a court of law. At 
the end of the year, his whereabouts remained unknown. 

On September 29, according to AI, Afghan national Abdur Rahim Muslim Dost was arrested without a warrant in Peshawar. AI 
reported that Dost was allegedly arrested due to his criticism of government agencies which had arrested, detained, and transferred 
him and his brother to a third country. 

On December 3, during a protest in Karachi against the death of Baloch leader Akbar Bugti during a military operation, police 
arrested two Balochi political party leaders, Ghulam Muhammad and Sher Mohammad Baloch of the Jamhoori Watan Party. On 
December 6, family members filed a habeas corpus petition on behalf of the two disappeared politicians with the Sindh High Court. 
Sher Muhammad was later released, but Ghulam's whereabouts remained unknown at year's end. 

There were no developments in the December 2005 disappearance of 18 members of the Pakistan Petroleum Workers' Union from 
Balochistan who had gone to Karachi for negotiations with their management or the November 2005 disappearance of Dr. Hanned 
Shareef, a writer, medical doctor, and member of the Balochistan Student Organization. 

There was no new information available on a British national who disappeared after being detained by security agencies at Lahore 
University in January 2004. 

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

The law prohibits torture and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment; however, security forces tortured and abused persons. 
Under provisions of the Anti Terrorist Act, coerced confessions are admissible in special courts, although police did not use this 
provision to obtain convictions. Security force personnel continued to severely abuse persons in custody throughout the country. 
Human rights organizations reported that methods included beating, burning with cigarettes, whipping the soles of the feet, prolonged 
isolation, electric shock, denial of food or sleep, hanging upside down, use of electric shocks, and forced spreading of the legs with 
bar fetters. Security force personnel reportedly raped women and children during interrogations. 

During the year, the NGO Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal Aid recorded 1,513 cases that they labeled torture. The NGO Asia 
Human Rights Commission reported approximately 1,319 cases of torture during the year. In May the NGO reported over 1,250 
cases being committed during the previous 16 months, with most reported in Punjab and Sindh. Punjab had 743 cases, Sindh had 
503, eight were reported in Balochistan, 43 in NWFP, and 23 in Islamabad. Torture occasionally resulted in death or serious injury 
(see section 1.a.). 

On February 19, police arrested Arif Ali and Irfan Ali in Multan and charged them with murdering a jeweler. Police reportedly tortured 
both detainees while they were in custody. Irfan Ali developed kidney problems because of his abuse and was released in April. Arif 
was released in May, after their family appealed to the family of the dead jeweler. Local political and social leaders also called on the 
police to produce evidence against the accused. According to human rights NGOs, Station House Officer (SHO) Sadaat Ali admitted 
there was no proof that either Irfan or Arif had been involved in the murder. No charges were brought against SHO Ali. 
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The Punjab provincial government initiated regular training and retraining of police at all levels, both in technical skills and human 
rights. In July 2005 President Musharraf reissued and amended the 2002 Police Order, which transfers oversight responsibility of 
police from provinces to districts and establishes the district level chief executive as principal supervisor. The order also calls for the 
immediate establishment of local oversight bodies that have been stalled since 2002. In Punjab and NWFP, public safety 
commissions were established and functioned. Similar commissions in Balochistan and Sindh were not as well developed. The 
government argued that these reforms would make police more responsive to the local community. Opponents charged that they 
would politicize the police force. 

Arrest and Detention 

A First Information Report (FIR) is the legal basis for all arrests. Police may issue FIRs provided complainants offer reasonable proof 
that a crime was committed. A FIR allows police to detain a named suspect for 24 hours, after which only a magistrate can order 
detention for an additional 14 days, and then only if police show such detention is material to the investigation. In practice the 
authorities did not fully observe these limits on detention. FIRs frequently were issued without supporting evidence as part of 
harassment or intimidation or not issued when adequate evidence was provided unless the complainant could pay a bribe. Police 
routinely did not seek magistrate approval for investigative detention and often held detainees without charge until a court challenged 
them. Incommunicado detention occurred (see section 1.c.). When requested, magistrates usually approved investigative detention 
without reference to its necessity. In cases of insufficient evidence, police and magistrates colluded to continue detention beyond the 
14 day period provided in the law through the issuance of new FIRs. 

The police sometimes detained individuals arbitrarily without charge or on false charges to extort payment for their release. 

Some women continued to be detained arbitrarily and were sexually abused (see sections 1.c. and 5). Police also detained relatives 
of wanted criminals to compel suspects to surrender (see section 1.f.). Courts appointed attorneys for indigents only in capital cases. 
In some cases persons had to pay bribes to see a prisoner. Foreign diplomats could meet with prisoners when they appeared in 
court and could meet with citizens of their countries in prison visits, although not in all cases. Despite repeated requests to ascertain 
the whereabouts of "disappeared" foreign citizen Safdar Sarki, diplomats were denied both information about his whereabouts and 
access (see section 1.b.). Local human rights activists reported few restrictions to their access to prisons. 

The district coordinating officer may order preventive detention for up to 90 days; however, human rights monitors reported instances 
in which prisoners were held in preventive detention for up to six months. Human rights organizations charged that a number of 
individuals alleged to be affiliated with terrorist organizations were held in preventive detention indefinitely. A magistrate may permit 
continued detention for up to 14 days if necessary to complete the investigation. In corruption cases, the National Accountability 
Board (NAB) may hold suspects indefinitely provided that judicial concurrence is granted every 15 days (see section 1.e.). 

The law stipulates that detainees must be brought to trial within 30 days of their arrest. Under both the Hudood and standard criminal 
codes, there are bailable and non bailable offenses. Bail pending trial is required for bailable offenses and permitted at a court's 
discretion for non bailable offenses with sentences of less than 10 years. In practice judges denied bail at the request of police, the 
community, or on payment of bribes. In many cases trials did not start until six months after the filing of charges, and in some cases 
individuals remained in pretrial detention for periods longer than the maximum sentence for the crime for which they were charged. 
Human rights NGOs estimated that 50 to 52 percent of the prison population was awaiting trial. 

As in previous years, the government used preventive detention, mass arrests, and excessive force to quell or prevent protests, 
political rallies, or civil unrest (see section 2.b.). 

Several dozen Mohajir Quami Movement Haqiqi (MQM H) activists, arrested between 1999 and 2003, remained in custody at year's 
end, some without charge for violent acts against members of other parties as well as expressing views critical of the government. 
MQM H claims that their enemy, the MQM, is behind these delays. 

On December 1, President Musharraf signed the Women's Protection Bill, which reversed the most negative aspects of the Hudood 
Ordinances. Although, according to human rights monitors, 80 percent of the female prison population was awaiting trial on 
adultery-related offenses under the Hudood Ordinances, few if any of those women had been released at the end of the year, despite 
the new law. Most of these cases were filed without supporting evidence, trials often took years, and bail was routinely denied. The 
Hudood Ordinances were used by family members to control their children for making their own choices in marriage, abusive 
husbands, or neighbors to settle personal scores. According to the NGO Asian American Network Against Abuse, research in the 
country's prisons showed that many of women imprisoned under zina (adultery or fornication) laws were single or widowed women 
living alone, young brides who make their in-laws angry for not bringing enough dowry, or elderly women whose husbands did not 
want to be married to them anymore. There were also several cases of pimps who filed zina charges against women who were 
trafficked and refused to work. 

Special rules apply to cases brought by the NAB or before antiterrorist courts. Suspects in NAB cases may be detained for 15 days 
without charge (renewable with judicial concurrence) and, prior to being charged, are not allowed access to counsel. Despite 
government claims that NAB cases were pursued independently of an individual's political affiliation, opposition politicians were more 
likely to be prosecuted (see section 1.d.). The NAB prosecuted no serving members of the military or judiciary. 

Accountability courts may not grant bail; the NAB chairman has sole power to decide if and when to release detainees. Antiterrorist 
courts do not grant bail if the court has reasonable grounds to believe that the accused is guilty. Security forces may without 
reference to the courts restrict the activities of terrorist suspects, seize their assets, and detain them for up to a year without charges. 
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Jails, prisoners and

‘disappearances’
No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without being informed,

as soon as may be, of the grounds for such arrest, nor shall be denied the right to
consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of his choice.

Every person who is arrested and detained in custody shall be produced before a
magistrate within a period of twenty-four hours of such arrest.

Constitution of Pakistan

Article 10(1) and (2)

The dignity of man and, subject to law, the privacy of home, shall be inviolable.

No person shall be subjected to torture for the purpose of extracting evidence.

Article 14(1) and (2)

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Article 5

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.
Article 6

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.
   Article 8

The illegal detention of hundreds of people who ‘disappeared’, after being ‘picked

up’ by intelligence agencies emerged as one of the most pressing human rights issues

in the country.

HRCP received many complaints about ‘disappeared’ people. Other cases went
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in Lahore in February against the publication of cartoons seen by most Muslims as

blasphemous, complained of mistreatment at Mianwali Central Jail, where they were

detained.

Leaders of the PML-N, PPP, MMA and other opposition parties continued to face

detention, usually for short periods, after participating in rallies.

‘Economic’ prisoners

Many prisoners throughout Pakistan remained incarcerated despite the completion

of their sentences on account of an inability to pay the court-ordered fine or ‘diyat’

(compensation) amounts.

According to data presented to the Supreme Court, at least 500 convicts remained

in jails across the country even after completing their terms, as they were unable to pay

the compensation amount to the heirs of the victim due to their weak financial situation.

In a ruling delievered in December 2006, a five-member Supreme Court bench ordered

the federal government to set up funds within three weeks for payment of blood

money and compensation for injuries, on behalf of insolvent persons kept in jails simply

because of their inability to pay. The apex court also declared sections of the Pakistan

Penal Code (PPC) which barred the release of prisoners even after the completion of

their sentence if they were unable to pay the compensation amount, as being against

the Constitution of Pakistan.

‘Disappearances’ and illegal detentions

The growing issue of persons who had ‘disappeared’ emerged as one of the biggest

human rights concerns.

According to data

collected by HRCP, at
least 400 people had

‘disappeared’ for

periods ranging from a

few days to many years,

across the country,

since 2001, when the

war against terror’

began.

Taking up a case

filed by 41 families of

‘disappeared’ people,

the Supreme Court, in

November 2006,

ordered the federal government to provide details about the missing prisoners by

December 1. The federal government had previously told the court it was aware of the

Where are their husbands and sons?
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main Turbat road, District Kech, Makran, Balochistan.

Six persons witnessed the abduction, apparently by

intelligence agencies.

A petition was filed in the Balochistan High Court in

November 2005 and the case was widely publicized.

Dr Sharif was eventually found to be in the custody

of the Anti-Terrorism Force and was  released on July

19, 2006. According to reports received by HRCP, he

has suffered severe psychological and physical problems due to torture

inflicted on him.

Dr Safdar Sarki: A US citizen, General Secretary of the Jeay Sindh

Qaumi Mahaz and former

Chairman of the World Sindhi

Council, Dr Sarki, 44,

disappeared on February 24,

2006. He was taken away from

his flat E-97 in Noman Avenue,

Rashid Minhas Road, Gulistan-

e-Jauhar, Karachi, allegedly by

police and personnel of other

agencies. Dr Sarki’s belongings

were confiscated, including his

US passport, driving licence,

laptop and valuables.  Witnesses reported that Dr Sarki was bleeding while

being pushed into a van blindfolded.  A constitutional petition has been filed

before the Sindh High Court. Dr Sarki’s wife and sons, based in the US, have

received no information about his safety or his whereabouts.

Asif Baladi: Chairperson of the Sindh National Forum and a publisher of

Peace Publishing House, he was abducted from Share

Faisal Road, Karachi, on June 26, 2006 by unidentified

armed men who approached him and took him to a

waiting car.. Mr. Baladi had received several threatening

calls before his disappearance. Over the next two days,

he called his family instructing them to give his passport

to two men who would go to their house. He could not

give his family any information about his whereabouts.

The family could not track down the phone number used
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Global Urgent Action  
 
PUBLIC AI Index: ASA 33/008/2006         10 March 2006 
UA 54/06 Possible "disappearance"/fear of torture or ill-treatment  
PAKISTAN Dr Safdar Sarki (m), US national 
 
US national Dr Safdar Sarki, who is the head of a political party campaigning for the rights of the Sindhi ethnic group, was abducted on 
24 February by men alleged to be members of the security forces. He is in grave danger of torture, which is routinely used on political 
activists and detainees who are held incommunicado. The authorities have denied having him in custody, and it is feared that he may 
have "disappeared". 

A group of 16 men in civilian clothes, at least one of whom was allegedly recognised as a senior police officer by eyewitnesses, 
reportedly took Dr Sarki from his apartment in the Gulistan-i-Jauhar area of Karachi, between 2 and 3pm. Witnesses apparently saw 
him being bundled into a van, "blindfolded and bleeding". There are also reports that his apartment was ransacked, and his laptop 
computer, passport and other items were taken. 

Dr Sarki is the Secretary General of a political party campaigning for the rights of Sindhi people in Pakistan, Jeay Sindh Qaumi 
Mahaz (JSQM). Members of JSQM and the World Sindhi Congress have filed a habeas corpus petition with the Sindh High Court. No 
charges are known to have been filed against him, and the authorities have not acknowledged having him in custody. 
The Constitution of Pakistan states that "No person shall be deprived of life and liberty save in accordance with law" (Article 9). Under 
Article 10, every detainee must be brought before a magistrate within 24 hours of arrest. The detention of Dr Sarki, if carried out by 
the security forces, is a clear violation of these requirements. 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The province of Sindh is in the south-east of Pakistan and shares a border with India. Sindh is largely desert, and is often susceptible to 
drought. Members of the Sindhi community, who originate from this region, have historically campaigned for better access to resources, 
especially water, which they feel remains in short supply due to the construction of dams along the Indus River that deprive Sindh of its 
fair share of water. This in turn impacts on the livelihood of Sindhis, who remain largely agricultural. The JSQM is one of the smaller 
political party campaigning for the rights of Sindhis. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in English or your own language: 
- expressing concern for the safety of Dr Safdar Sarki, who was abducted on 24 February, by men alleged to be police officers; 
- calling on the authorities to reveal immediately where and in whose custody Dr Safdar Sarki is being held; 
- expressing fears for his safety and asking the authorities to ensure that Dr Safdar Sarki is not tortured or otherwise ill-treated; 
- urging the authorities to release Dr Safdar Sarki immediately and unconditionally, if he is in the custody, or else charged with a 
recognizably criminal offence; 
- if he is to be charged, urging the authorities to ensure that Dr Safdar Sarki is treated strictly in accordance with law, and given 
immediate and regular access to a lawyer of his choice and regular contact with his family.  
APPEALS TO: 

1.  (please note that fax numbers and email addresses may be difficult to get through to, particularly outside office hours – 
GMT+ 5. If you do not get through first time, please keep trying.) 
Governor of Sindh  
Hon. Mr Ishrat-ul-Ibad Khan 
Governor House  
Karachi, Pakistan 
Fax: +92 21 920 1218  +92 21 920 1226 (You may need to ask for the fax machine to be turned on) 
Salutation: Dear Governor 

2. Provincial Police Officer Sindh Police,  
Central Police Office, Karachi, Pakistan 
Fax: +92 21 9212051 (You may need to ask for the fax machine to be turned on) 
Salutation: Dear Sir  

3. Minister of Law, Justice and Human Rights 
Mr Muhammad Wasi Zafar 
S Block, Pakistan Secretariat Islamabad 
Fax: +92 51 9202628 (there are a few clicks before the fax tone begins) 
E-mail: minister@molaw.gov.pk 
Salutation: Dear Minister 

 
COPIES TO:  
American Embassy, Diplomatic Enclave, Ramna 5 Islamabad, Pakistan Fax: +92 51 227 6427  and to diplomatic representatives of 
Pakistan accredited to your country. 
 



 

 

Asian Human Rights Commission 

Urgent Appeals Program 
Urgent Appeal 21 April 2006 

UA-132-2006: PAKISTAN: Fears for whereabouts of disappeared political leader in Pakistan 

PAKISTAN: Forced disappearance; military/police misconduct; collapse of rule of law 
 

Dear friends, 

The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) writes to inform you of the disappearance of Dr. Safdar Sarki, a nationalist and 
political leader in Pakistan. On 24 February 2006, Dr. Sarki was picked up by the Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) from his 
apartment in Gulistan e Jauhar Karachi between 1 and 2pm. Witnesses saw Dr. Sarki driven away in a police van and noticed he 
was being escorted by the DSP. Dr. Sakir’s driver, Mr. Munir Sarki who was present at the time of Dr. Sarki’s arrest also saw Dr. 
Sarki being taken away in the police van. Dr. Sarki has not been seen since. 

Dr. Sarki was the general secretary of the Sindhi Nationalist Party, “Jeay Sind Quami Mahaz” and also a member of the Sindhi 
World Congress. He did his MBBS from Pakistan. He arrived in Karachi one year ago and started his political career. Prior to that 
he had been living in America for 14 years, having been granted a green card there. His wife and children are still residing in 
America. His wife held a press conference and disclosed information she had about her husband’s arrest. She noted that she holds 
grave fear for her husband and believes he may have been killed. Through a lawyer Dr. Sarki’s family has hired in Pakistan, the 
driver and witness, Mr. Munir Ahmed Sarki has filed a constitutional petition against Dr. Sarki’s arrest by the police. The petition 
number is 256/2006. 

On 19 April 2006, during the hearing into Dr. Sarki’s whereabouts, a division bench of the Sindh High Court sought comments 
from the ministry of defence in a petition challenging the alleged detention of Dr. Sarki. Earlier, the federal government standing 
counsel, Ziauddin Nasir, informed the bench that according to information obtained by him, the alleged detainee had been 
neither arrested nor kept in custody by any agency functioning under the Karachi based Corps 5 of the Pakistan Army. Mr. Nassir 
produced a letter addressed to him by Assistance Judge Advocate-General, Sarwar Khan, stating that the police had nothing to do 
with the matter and had not arrested Dr. Sarki. 

Advocates for Dr. Sarki, Mr. Noor Uddin Sarki and Mr. Khalique Junego said that the government is denying the arrest and 
detention of Dr. Sarki and the involvement of the DSP. However, they insist that Dr. Sarki was initially picked up by the DSP and 
subsequently handed to military agents. The affidavit in denial of Dr. Sarki’s arrest had been submitted by Superintendent of 
Police, Mr. Aslam Choudry even though the arrest was made by the DSP. This was naturally deemed unacceptable.  

According to the petitioner counsel, Dr. Sarki was kept in confinement by the Inter-Services Intelligence at Naiper Barracks. 
There was no specific denial of this statement even in the Corps 5 letter produced by the federal attorney. The petitioner counsel 
believes that following his arrest by the police and his subsequent detention by the military and/or Inter-Services Intelligence, Dr. 
Sarki was killed. 

The bench, which consisted of Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Gulzar Ahmed, asked the federal attorney to contact the 
ministry of defence, under which all military agencies work, and submit a statement on its behalf by May 5, the next date of 
hearing. 

Thank you. 

Urgent Appeals Programme 
Asian Human Rights Commission (ahrchk@ahrchk.org) 

 



 

 

SUGGESTED ACTION: 
Please write a letter to the relevant authorities asking them to exhaust all means to have the whereabouts of Dr. Sarki revealed. An 
investigation must establish what took place in this case from February 24 and onwards. (Suggested letter below☺ 

Dear _________, 

PAKISTAN: Fears for whereabouts of disappeared political leader in Pakistan 

Name of disappeared victim: Dr. Safdar Sarki, resident of E-97 Nauman Avenue, Gulistan e Jauhar, Karachi 
Name of alleged perpetrators: The police and military 
Date of incident: 24 February 2006 
Place of incident: Dr. Sarki was last seen being arrested and taken from his residence 

I have recently learned of the disappearance of political leader, Dr. Safdar Sarki in Pakistan. I am aware that on 24 February 2006, 
witnesses saw Dr. Sarki being arrested at his residence by the Deputy Superintendent of Police and driven away. Dr. Sarki’s driver, 
Mr. Munir Sarki also saw Dr. Sarki being arrested and taken away in the police van and has since filed a constitutional petition 
against Dr. Sarki’s arrest (petition number:  256/2006). 

However, despite the witnesses in this case and the fact that Dr. Sarki’s whereabouts have remained unknown since February 24, 
the authorities in Pakistan are denying any involvement in his disappearance and have in fact stated in court that they never issued 
his arrest in the first instance. In a hearing before the Sindh High Court, the federal government standing counsel, Ziauddin Nasir, 
informed the bench that according to information obtained by him, Dr. Sarki had neither been arrested nor kept in custody by 
any agency functioning under the Karachi based Corps 5 of the Pakistan Army. Likewise, all district police officers signed an 
affidavit swearing that Dr. Sarki had not been arrested. 

The petitioner counsel, however, maintains that Dr. Sarki was initially picked up by the police and subsequently handed to military 
agencies. They also believe that since that time, Dr. Sarki may have been killed. 

The federal attorney has now been asked to contact the ministry of defence, under which all military agencies work, and submit a 
statement on its behalf by May 5, the next date of hearing. 

As Dr. Sarki’s whereabouts still remain unknown, it is essential that an investigation is launched into this matter immediately. 
Given that persons witnessed Dr. Sarki being arrested by the police and taken from his residence, the police must be further 
questioned as to their role in his disappearance. The military must likewise be expected to further explain their part in Dr. Sarki’s 
disappearance. 

Yours sincerely, 

PLEASE SEND YOUR LETTERS TO: 

1) General Pervez Musharraf 
President  
President’s Secretariat  
Islamabad ,PAKISTAN  
Fax: +92 51 922 1422, 4768/920 1893  
Email: CE@pak.gov.pk  

2) Mr. Muhammad Wasi Zafar 
Minister of Law, Justice and Human Rights 
S Block, Pakistan Secretariat, 
Islamabad, PAKISTAN 
Fax: +92 51 920 2628 
E-Mail: minister@molaw.gov.pk 

3) Mr. Justice Iftekhar Choudhry 
Chief Justice of Pakistan 
Supreme Court building 
Islam abad, PAKISTAN 
Fax: + 92 51 9213452 

4) Mr. Justice Sabih Uddin 
Chief Justice of Sindh High Court 
High Court Building 
Saddar , Karachi, PAKISTAN 
Fax: +92-21-9213220 
Email: info@sindhhighcourt.gov.pk 

5) Mr. Ishrat-ul- Ibad Khan 
Governor of Sindh 
Governor House Karachi PAKISTAN 
Tel: + 92 21 920 1201  
Email: governor@governorsindh.gov.pk 

6) Dr. Arbab Abdul Rahim 
Chief Minister of Sindh 
Chief Minister House 
Karachi, PAKISTAN 
Fax 92 21 9202000 

7) Mrs. Saira Karim , Joint Secretary for Law, Justice and Human Rights,  Islamabad, PAKISTAN, Tel: + 92 51 920 2819 Fax: + 
92 51 920 3119. 

 



     
 
 

 
 

 
 
                             Memorandum/ 05/03/06 
Ms. Maleeha Lodhi 
High Commissioner for Pakistan 
High Commission of Pakistan in London 
34-36 Lowndes Square  
London SW1X 9JN  
 
MEMORANDUM AGAINST THE ABDUCTION OF DR. SAFDAR SARKI BY PAKISTANI AGENCIES 
 
Dear Ms. Lodhi: 
 
We the members and supporters of World Sindhi Congress (WSC), Baluchistan Rights Movement (BRM) and 
World Sindhi Institute (WSI) have gathered here today to lodge our strong protest against the abduction of Dr. 
Safdar Sarki by Pakistan’s agencies. Dr. Sarki was abducted on 24 February 2006 from a flat in Nauman 
Heights, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Karachi, Sindh. The incident took place between 2 and 3 pm local time. About six 
vehicles surrounded the complex, and approximately sixteen people in plain clothes entered the flat. Dr. Sarki 
was severely beaten in his flat for about an hour and then blindfolded and bundled into a van with blackened 
glass screens. Witnesses saw him bleeding as he was transported. The flat was ransacked and his 
belongings, including his U.S. passport and laptop, were confiscated. Witnesses saw a senior police officer,  
Chudhary Aslam, leading this operation. News have since emerged that Dr. Sarki has been handed over to 
the military and is being tortured.  We the people who have gathered here today believe that the abduction of 
Dr. Sarki is not only a blatant violation of human rights but also an illegal and criminal act perpetrated by 
Pakistan’s military- and agency-run state.  
 
Dr. Sarki had been working tirelessly for Sindhi democratic and human rights, which have been denied by 
successive Pakistani regimes primarily controlled by the military establishment. During the current military 
dictatorial era in Sindh and Baluchistan, the arrest, abduction, torture and killing of secular, democratic 
political activists have become routine. The only crime of these activists is that they have raised their voices to 
demand rights that have been grossly violated against all the norms of fair and civic societies. At this very 
moment, hundreds of Baluch and Sindhi political activists are languishing in torture centres of the Pakistani 
establishment. This is a matter of great shame for Pakistani rulers, but it does not seem to bother them much.  
 
The congregation gathered here today demand that the Pakistani Government immediately release Dr. Sarki 
and all other Sindhi and Baluch activists. We also warn the Pakistani establishment that they will be directly 
responsible if Dr. Sarki is harmed in any way. 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Lakhu Mal Luhano      Mr. Mehran Baluch   
Secretary General                        Chairman 
World Sindhi Congress      Baluchistan Rights Movement   
 
 
 
 
Dr. Haleem Bhatti      Mr. Kadir Jatoi 
Senior Vice Chairman      Director Europe    
World Sindhi Congress      World Sindhi Institute   
  

22 Newfields, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL8 6YT, UK  
Tel. +44 (0)1707-896526 ~ Fax +44 (0) 870-1226007 

WORLD SINDHI CONGRESS® 

17418 Emelita St, Encino, CA 91316, USA  
Tel. 1-818-917-6910 ~ Fax 1-408-715-0329 
 
214 McGibbon Dr., Ottawa, ON K2L-3Y4 Canada 
Tel  1-613-591-0451 ~ Fax 1-815-550-5694 

world_sindhi_congress@yahoo.com 
http://www.worldsindhicongress.org 
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Gagan Sethi is the 
Managing Trustee 
of Jan Vikas, an 
NGO in Ahmedabad 
which has been 
active in the 
struggle for justice 
for the victims of 
the 2002 Gujarat 
genocide. In this 
interview with 
Yoginder Sikand he 
talks about his 
work. 

Dr. Safdar Sarki and Mr. Asif Baladi awarded UNA-NCA 
Human Rights Community Award 2006

Washington, DC – The United Nations Association of the National
Capital Area (UNA-NCA) announced the winners of its 2006 Human
Rights Community Award today at a formal luncheon at Capitol Hill
in Washington, DC for celebration of the International Human Rights
Day on December 10, 2006. Among the winners were two nominees
from The World Sindhi Institute, who were paid tribute for their
selfless commitment to the promotion of human rights in Sindh
without fearing their own lives and security. Message of the Secretary
General of United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan was read out at this
occasion, in which he clearly declared poverty as the basic cause of
human rights violations in the world. He proposed that in order to
seriously work for universal human rights, we must demonstrate that
we are serious about deprivation and suggested to answer the call to
fight poverty as “a matter of obligation, not charity”.

Mr. Asif Baladi (originally Allah Ditto) is a Sindhi nationalist
activist, intellectual writer and former journalist well-known in Sindhi
community who writes under the name Asif Baladi. He is also the
founder and President of the Sindh Nationalist Forum (SNF) and has
been active with the ‘Jeeay Sindh’ movement. Not too long ago his
organization SNF, announced to convene a ‘Pegham-e-Lateef’
(literally meaning ‘message of Lateef’) Conference at the shrine of
Shah Abdul Lateef Bhitai, the great Sindhi Sufi poet and saint. The
objective of the conference as Asif Baladi articulated was, “to spread
the message of peace and pluralism”. ‘Paigham-e-Sindh’ Conference
would have thus advanced Sindh’s message of peace, love and
harmony to the rest of the world. His organization believes in the
unity of multiplicity of religions and equity of cultures that combines
Bhullay Shah, Bhittai and Kabir in the same stream in order to
provide common foundations to South Asia. On June 26th 2006
Baladi was abducted by Inter Service Intelligence of Pakistan (ISI)
personnel from Karachi. Since then he is reported to be held
incommunicado by intelligence agencies and is yet to appear in front
of the courts. His family is being harassed and are receiving
threatening call by ISI agents to stop them approach the courts and
media. No case, complaint or warrant from any court of law or from
any police station has been produced against him. His family fears for
his life and has filed a High Court petition. Result, if any, is yet
awaited.

Dr. Sarki is a U.S. citizen, and his wife and two children live in the
U.S. Dr. Sarki went to Pakistan for promoting the rights for Sindhis
through his work with the “Jeay Sindh Quami Mahaz”, working as a
leader of that secular party in Pakistan. On February 24, 2006, Dr.
Sarki, was abducted from his apartment in Karachi, Pakistan,.
According to eyewitnesses, he was blind folded, hand cuffed, beaten
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for an hour and bled profusely before he was removed from his
apartment, by men who were believed to be members of the Pakistan
security forces. They confiscated Dr. Sarki’s laptop and US passport.
Hundreds of the neighbors witnessed the beating and arrest of Dr.
Sarki while he was being taken away in a police van. Since then,
whereabouts of Dr. Sarki are still unknown to his family and friends.
They fear for his life and apprehend severe torture if still alive. Dr.
Sarki has not been heard from, seen, or charged with any crimes since
his disappearance on that day.

On March 10, 2006, Amnesty International issued an urgent action
appeal on Dr. Sarki’s behalf. On May 25, the Asian Human Rights
Commission issued a similar appeal. Over 60 news articles have been
published concerning Dr. Sarki’s abduction in the Pakistani media. A
habeas corpus petition was filed with the Sindh High Court, but the
government has failed to provide any information in response.

This year, the Louis B. Sohn Award was presented to Ms. Corinne 
Whitlatch, who has been the Executive Director of Churches for 
Middle East Peace (CMEP). The Award went to her as an 
acknowledgement of her enormous contributions to the process of 
peace and justice in the Palestine-Israel conflict. Other Awardees of 
the UNA-NCA Human Rights Community Award include 
personalities such as Mona Dave of Amnesty International, who has 
sought to stop abuses against civilians, urged to end violence and 
helped promote education. Also presented the same award was Mr. 
Frank W. Dunham, nominated by Human Rights First, who died in 
2006 and had a long and distinguished career as a defense lawyer of 
clients having difficulty in obtaining counsel. Mr. Luke T. Lee, a 
nominee from UNA-NCA served for many years as Co-Chair of the 
Human Rights Task Force of the same organization and provided 
wise and valuable leadership for the program. Mr. Brian Evans of 
Amnesty International won this award for his work on human rights 
in the Middle East.

As both the Awardees from Sindh could not be present on the
occasion due to their disappearance at the hands of authorities in
Pakistan, representatives of The World Sindhi Institute received their
awards on their behalf. Ms. Elizabeth West received Dr. Safdar
Sarki’s award and Ms. Shannon Harris received the award for Mr.
Asif Baladi. Mr. Munawar Laghari, executive director WSI also
attended the ceremony along with his team.
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